[i8th.J5th Dec. 1745
Frieclrich, as may be supposed, made his best speed next morning : ' All well!' say the messengers; all well, says  Old Leopold,  whom he  meets  at  Wilsdruf,  and  welcomes with a joyful embrace; 'dismounting from his horse, at sight of Leopold, and advancing to meet him with  doffed  hat and open arms,1—and such words and treatments, that day, as made the old man's face visibly shine.     ' Your Highness shall conduct me!'    And the two  made survey together of the actual Field of Kesselsdorf; strewn with the ghastly wrecks of  battle,—many   citizens   of  Dresden   strolling   about,   or sorrowfully seeking for their lost ones among the wounded and dead.    No hurt to these poor citizens, who dread none; help to them rather: such is Friedrich's mind,—concerning which,  in   the   Anecdote-Books,  there   are   Narratives   (not worth giving) of a vapidly romantic character, credible though inexact.1    Friedrich, who may well be profuse of thanks and praises, charms the Old Dessauer while they walk together; brave old man with his holed roquelaure.    For certain, he has done the  work there,—a  great   deal   of  work   in   his time!    Joy looks through his old rough face, of gunpowder colour:   the  Herr  Gott  has   not   delivered   him  to   those damned Scoundrels in the end of his days.—On the morrow, Friday,   Leopold   rolled   grandly   forward   upon   Dresden; Rutowski and Prince Karl vanishing into the Metal Mountains, by Pirna, for Bohemia, at sound of him,—as he had scarcely hoped they would.
On the Saturday evening, Dresden, capable of not the least defence, has opened all its gates, and Friedrich and the Prussians are in Dresden; Austrians and wrecked Saxons falling-back diligently towards the Metal Mountains for Bohemia, diligent to clear the road for him. Queen and Junior Princes are here; to whom, as to all men, Friedrich is courtesy itself; making personal visit to the Royalties, appointing guards of honour, sacred respect to the Royal
1 For the indisputable part, see Orlich, ii. 343, 344 . and CEuwes tit Frtdiric, in. 170.